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PREFACE

The publication, Cafifornia Prisoners, presents a statistical description of
men and women felons under the jurisdiction of the Director of Correc-
tions. Although this report has been published since 1945, this issue aug-
ments historical statistics with characteristics and movement data for the
years 1977 and 1978.

Prior publications of California Prisoners have contained statistical in-
formation on felons who were committed to the Director of Corrections
under the indeterminate sentencing law. The Uniform Determinate Sen-
tencing Act of 1976 became effective on July 1, 1977. The Act changed the
sentencing practices for persons who committed felony offenses on or
after July 1, 1977. The Act also had retroactive provisions that required
length of time served in prison and on parocle to be changed for many
persons sentenced under the indeterminate law.

Nine months elapsed before one-half of the admitted male felons newly
received from court had been sentenced under this new law. This delay
was the result of the offense having to be committed on or after July 1,
1977, arrests, court processes, and court disposition time lapse. During
1977, 465 men and women felons were newly received from court with
determinate sentence law commitments only and 120 with both determi-
nate and indeterminate sentences. During 1978, these numbers were 5,688
and 904, respectively.

The statistical data in this issue of California Prisoners are comparable
to the data published in prior issues. The offense titles, and the time served
for the offense have been classified as in prior publications. Influence of
the determinate sentencing law is reflected in statistical data, particularly
in movement actions which occurred in July 1977 and in July 1978. Some
of these are noted in the appropriate chapters.

The Director of Corrections has jurisdiction of more than felons. The
other populations include narcotic addicts who are civilly committed un-
der the Welfare and Institutions Code Section 3000 et seq., some Youth
Authority wards, and persons transferred from other agencies.

The first chapter of this publication of California Prisoners gives a sum-
mary of all institution population movement for calendar years 1977 and
1978; the remaining chapters address only the felon population. Detailed
statistical data on civilly committed narcotic addicts are presented sepa-
rately in another publication, Summary Statistics, Civil Commitment Pro-
gram for Narcotc Addicts.
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CALIFORNIA PRISONERS
1977 and 1978

SUMMARY

TINSTITUTION POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

The California Department of Corrections institution population was
19,623 on December 31, 1977 and had increased to 21,325 by December 31,
1978. The ratios of institution population per 100,000 State population for
the end of 1977 and 1978 were 899 and 95.6, respectively, among the
lowest rates in the last 28 or more years.

FELONS NEWLY RECEIVED FROM COURT

A total of 9,325 felons were received from court in 1978, representing
nearly 42 persons per 100,000 State population. This rate was the highest
of any in the last 28 years, the closest being 38.0 in 1960.

Of the 8,753 newly received male felons, 1,939 men were committed for
robbery in 1978, making it the largest offense group among male felons;
burglary was a close second with 1,926 men received in 1978. Among the
newly received women felons, drug offenses formed the largest offense
group in both years, with 23.3 percent in 1977 and 22.9 percent in 1978
falling in that category.

The median age at admission was 26.7 years for male felons and 27.8
years for women in 1978

CHARACTERISTICS OF FELONS IN PRISON

Men sentenced for homicide, robbery, and assault accounted for 40.2
percent of male felons in prison on December 31, 1967 and for 55.3 percent
of male felons at the close of 1978. The percent sentenced for homicide
nearly doubled, being 9.1 percent in 1967 and 17.5 percent in 1978. The
percent of women felons in prison who were committed for homicide,
robbery, and assault also increased in this time span, from 32.0 percent as
of December 31, 1967 to 43.1 percent on the last day of 1978.

The age medians of men and women in prison were 28.6 years and 29.2
years, respectively on December 31, 1978, the lowest during the past 28
years listed. Only 16.3 percent of men in prison had no prior criminal
commitments; and over a third had served one or more prior prison
sentences. Approximately 30 percent of women prisoners had no prior
criminal commitment history.
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INSTITUTION POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

CALIFORNIA PRISONERS
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